We studied 135 lumbar discs from 27 spines removed post-mortem from subjects of an average age of 31.5 years. Defects of the annulus fibrosus were classified as peripheral, circumferential or radiating; the nucleus pulposus as normal, moderately or severely degenerate. Peripheral tears were more frequent in the anterior annulus, except in the L5-S1 disc. Circumferential tears were equally disfributed between the anterior and the posterior annulus. Almost all the radiating tears were in the posterior annulus, and closely related to the presence of severe nuclear degeneration.
The degenerating human intervertebral disc shows dehydration and fraying of the nucleus pulposus, and also the formation of tears within the annulus fibrosus. Schmorl and Junghanns (1932) rim sometimes showed replacement of the marrow by granulation tissue, and osteophytes were often associated with these lesions (Fig. 3) .
Circumferential tears.
These were the most common annular defects in both the anterior and the posterior 
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RESULTS
Our results are summarised in Tables  I and II .
Peripheral tears
were more frequent in the anterior disc, except at the L5-S1 level where there were four anterior and five posterior rim lesions.
Circumferential tears
were seen equally in the anterior and posterior parts ofthe annulus at the four upper levels, but at the L5-S1 level there were 18 circumferential tears posteriorly and only seven anteriorly.
Radial
tears were almost exclusively seen in the posterior annulus and in almost half of the L5-Sl discs.
Nuclear degeneration
was seen in eight L1-L2 discs as against 18 L5-S1 discs.
We 
